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Carol Service 2013 
 

Despite weather that would have foiled the US 
Postal Service, over 60 hardy members and 
friends of the OWS braved the elements to at-
tend the Carol Service at Westminster Presbyte-
rian Church on 15 December.  The committee 
hoped that the change of time from evening to 
afternoon would make it easier for more people 
to attend.   
 
The service took the form of the traditional nine 
lessons and carols that many of you will remem-
ber from the U.K.  Four of the readings were in 
Welsh, four in English and one in French with 
one of the Welsh readings being given by 
Melanie Courtemanche, a student of Welsh at 
the University of Ottawa.  Melanie was sup-
ported by the Society to travel to Wales to take 
a Welsh course and addressed the Society’s 
Noson Lawen in 2012 about her experiences 
there.  Our accompanist was Alan Thomas, the 
organist at Westminster Church, and long-time 
member of the Society, who has performed this 
task with panache for many years now.  The 
Evans-Power family gave a delightful rendition 
of In the Bleak Midwinter and once again, a 
choir organized by Bob Price made a musical 
contribution, the carol Jwdea in Welsh.  Roy 
Morris gently corralled some youngsters and led 
them in the singing of Away In A Manger to the 
enchantment of all present.  After the service, 
delicious refreshments were served in the hall. 
 
Thank you to all who read, sang, played, re-
ceived the offering, set up the hall for the re-
freshments and made and served the tea and 
coffee, provided refreshments and simply at-
tended.  In keeping with tradition, the collection 
was divided between the OWS and Westminster 
Presbyterian Church. 
 
Note:  
If any of our members would like to be included 
in the roster of readers (especially those who 
can read in Welsh), please contact John Price at 
(613) 724-3846 or john.price@sympatico.ca 

 Myfanwy Davies Competes on Jeopardy! 
 

 After 15 years of trying, I was finally called to 
compete on my favourite TV game show!  I am 
sworn to secrecy regarding the results, but you 
can tune in on Tuesday, February 25th to see 
how I did.   
  
Over the years, many people have told me they 
enjoy the show and sit on the couch answering 
questions.  I do that too, but always wondered 
how well I'd fare competing against other trivia 
buffs, in a TV studio, and using the dreaded 
ringer.  
  
I first applied to be on the show in 1998. In those 
days you had to send a postcard to Los Angeles 
and hope to be one of 600 chosen take a writ-
ten test of 50 questions in each of the test cities.  
I did that on three different occasions over the 
years, and found that only about 4% of the com-
petitors passed to the next level.  I was not one 
of them.    
  
After that, Jeopardy went to a computer test for-
mat and I have tried that test 5 or 6 times.  It 
also consists of 50 random questions and you are 
given 16 seconds to read the category, read the 
question and type in an answer.  This year I felt I 
had done well, but you are never given your re-
sult. 
 
In June I received an email from Jeopardy to say 
they'd like to see me in July for further testing 
and interviews.  Rick and I travelled to Toronto, 
arriving during the worst rain storm that city had 
had for 100 years!  Despite power outages and 
flooding, I was able to attend the testing and in-
terview, portions of which were videotaped and 
sent to Los Angeles for contestant selection. 
  
At that time, we were told that over 100,000 peo-
ple had taken the on-line test in January.  From 
those that had passed, only 2,500 people were  
selected for further  testing.  And out of that 
number, approximately 400 of us would be asked 
to appear on the show in the next 12 months. 

Tudalen 2           Y Bwletin 



 
 

Y Bwletin           Tudalen 3

Myfanwy competes (continued) 
 
If we didn't hear from them, we could try again in 
2015.   
 
Finally, in October, I got the call to say they 
wanted me to travel to Los Angeles in November 
to compete on the show.  I was very excited (ask 
my Facebook friends) and immediately started 
making arrangements.  All costs are the responsi-
bility of the contestant but you are guaranteed 
some prize money from the show.   
  
My husband, Rick Bellwood, and my sister, 
Gwen Dodson, agreed to come out to California 
with me and we added a few days to the trip so 
we could do a little sightseeing.  We had a  
marvellous time and made friends with all the 
other contestants.   
  
Thanks to everyone for all the messages 
of encouragement that I have received during this 
adventure.  It was wonderful to have your  
support.        
  
- Myfanwy Davies  
 

Gwen brought along good wishes from Canadian Tire 
in London and from the OGGA. 

Digwyddiadau/Events: 
 
March 1 St. David’s Day Luncheon 
 
March 2 St. David’s Day Gymanfa 
 
May 20 AGM (venue to be confirmed) 
 
 

Addendum 
 

An old friend of mine, and a member of OWS, 
Eirian Debanne, wrote to me after the last  
Y Bwlletin went out. She sends this further 
“connection” to my little piece on “A Welsh 
connection on Parliament Hill.”  It seems that 
John Ceredigion Jones was Eirian’s grand-
mother’s brother. He came from a family of 
Welsh bards from West Wales where a large 
number of the family and descendants still live. 
Other descendants are scattered throughout 
Wales. Eirian is from West Wales too. 
Her great-uncle John was the only one of the 
twelve brothers and sisters who emigrated to 
Canada. Many of her family have visited Ot-
tawa, and seen the inscription over the archway 
of the Memorial Chamber. 
 
• Wendy Wynne Jones 
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The Stairwell Carollers 
Featured artists at the  

2014 St. David’s Day Luncheon 

 
Stairwell Carollers are an a cappella Ottawa 
choir, who sing sacred and secular renaissance 
music, as well as settings of traditional and new 
Christmas carols, including some Welsh songs. 
 
Winners of the 2013 OMFA provincial  
competition, this non-profit group has given 
$64,100 in scholarships and donations to  
local charities, through the sale of concert   
tickets, CDs, cookbooks and donations from the 
public. 
 
The Stairwell Carollers are ranked amongst the 
best of Ottawa choirs.  
 
We are looking forward to a wonderful  
presentation at the luncheon.  

Gwledd Dydd Gwyl Dewi / St. David’s 

Day Banquet 

Saturday, March 1st, 2014 
 

We will once again have the pleasure of cele-
brating Dydd Gwyl Dewi Sant/ St David's Day 
with a luncheon banquet in the gracious sur-
roundings of the Royal Ottawa Golf Club.  
 
Please join us to honor our patron saint while 
enjoying good fellowship and excellent food. 
We will have the pleasure of an address by Sian 
Griffiths, a member of our society, daughter of 
Tal and Shirley Griffiths and a journalist of in-
ternational repute.  
 
This will be followed by a short recital by the 
renowned Stairwell Carollers Choir who will 
delight us with a variety of madrigals and Welsh 
songs. 
 
Time: Reception 11:30 am - 12:20 pm     
Lunch Banquet 12:30 pm 
 
Venue: The Royal Ottawa Golf Club 1405 Ayl-
mer Road, Gatineau, Quebec, J9H 7L2 
 
Menu: This year we are offering a choice of 
chicken or vegetarian meal. 
 
Cost: Early bird tickets $49 each, until  
February 15th, $55 each thereafter. 
 
Dress code: Business casual - no jeans or cargo 
pants. 
 

Please complete the attached reservation 

form and return to Marilyn Jenkins before 

February 15th to benefit from the early bird 

price and preferred seating. 
 
 

- Alison Lawson 
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CONGRATULATIONS! 

 
Clifford and Christine Evans reached a milestone 
this last August.  They have now been married 
for over 60 great years. 
Clifford retired from the ministry a long time ago 
but stayed as our Welsh Society Chaplain until 
recently and “helped out” at several churches 
when they needed a locum minister.  Clifford and 
Christine have been extremely generous to the 
Ottawa Welsh Society with help and advice over 
the years. 
Unfortunately Clifford suffered a stroke last July 
but, with Christine’s unfailing support, he is re-
covering well.  He is a wonderful 91 years 
young. 
Many of us OWS members recall celebrating 
their 50th wedding anniversary here in Ottawa 
with their sons, the sons’ families and many old 
friends.  They now have two grandchildren, 
Meredith and Owen, to add to their joy. 
Our very good wishes go to these two caring peo-
ple and we hope they enjoy many more years of 
happiness together. 
 
- Dorothy Evans 
 

 

A Message  

from the Membership Clerk 

 
Hello, members, 
 
As you think about and register for the  St. 
David’s Day luncheon, please don’t forget 
that membership dues are also payable at this 
time. Our membership year now runs from 
March 1 to the end of February, so it is never 
too early to get those dues in. Forms are at-
tached to this newsletter for your conven-
ience. If you are unable to attend the lunch-
eon, please forward your membership re-
newal and dues to Alison Lawson. We thank 
you all, once again, for your continued sup-
port. Hope to see you all March 1st! 

 
- Sian Jones, Membership Clerk 
 
 
 

 

Membership Dues 
 
 Single $10   Family $20 
 
If you have not yet renewed,  please 
complete the form (available on the web 
site and in this newsletter) and send it to: 
 Alison  Lawson 
 449 Mansfield Avenue 
 Ottawa, Ontario 
 K2A 2S6 

Hymn Requests 
 

Have you ever left a Gymanfa unsatisfied be-
cause we didn’t sing your favourite hymn? 
 
Here is your chance to request hymns for the 
2014 Gymanfa. Please send your request, along 
with a sentence or two explaining why you are 
requesting it (eg. In memory of a loved one), to 

 
marilyn.e.jenkins@sympatico.ca   

 
The deadline for requests is February 1. The 
program will be set on February 1 and pub-
lished on the web site. 


