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Second (revived) Annual
Summer Picnic Well-attended
The OWS summer family picnic, hosted by Pat
and Ron Pepper at the home of Laurie Jenkins
and Rob Woods in Stittsville, was a rousing
success.
A good number of attendees enjoyed good food,
fun games and conversation, as many caught up
with old friends.
Many thanks to Laurie and Rob, Pat and Ron,
Alison Lawson and Gaye Brittle for all their
hard work!
Special thanks to the judges, Rob and John, who
deliberated (or dithered) over their choice for
best Welsh concoction, eventually awarding the
prize to Myfanwy Davies for her delectable dessert, created in the shape of Wales.
Pictures by Ron Pepper

Congratulations, Myfanwy!

Tanner enjoys a picnic, too.
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Visiting Choir a Great Success

A Welsh Connection on Parliament Hill

The long-awaited visit of the Pontarddulais Male
Voice Choir has come and gone. Thanks to Myfanwy Davies and her crew of tireless workers,
the organization was a great success.
The concert was oversold and chairs had to be
added to the sanctuary of Cityview United
Church. Olive Phillips brought a busload from
Renfrew and another bus came from The Court at
Barrhaven with Roy Morris.
Our old friend Rev. Neil Wallace provided support as always.
The concert itself included a good blend of old
and new. The men were in fine form and the audience was wildly enthusiastic.
Solos were provided by our own Alan Thomas,
on piano, and by a young vocal student, Mirren
Lithwick, soprano.

The Memorial Chamber of the Houses of Parliament has a Welsh connection! The archivolt
(inner arch) of the Gothic entrance to the chamber is beautifully and delicately carved in Chateau-Gaillard stone by
Cleophas Soucy. What makes it interesting to us
is that above the uprights carved with a grape
vine and small creatures common, but not exclusive to, Canada, is a line from a poem called
The Returning Man, written by John Ceredigion
Jones, a Welshman who emigrated to Canada in
1904. He died near Chapleau, ON in 1950. The
architect, John A. Pearson, read the poem in a
Calgary newspaper and adopted it for the memorial chamber entrance.

OWS Pub Night
By all accounts the Pub Night was well-attended
and enjoyed by all. The quiz provided by John
Price was challenging but fun. We look forward to
future Pub Nights with anticipation.

Annual Nosen Lawen
The annual Nosen Lawen and dinner (formerly
known as the “Faggots and Peas Dinner”), organized by Wendy Wynne-Jones, was a great
success. The nearly 100 attendees enjoyed the
traditional meal, prepared by Catrin and Nigel
Morris. The many talents of members were enjoyed, from readings to singing and instrumental
solos, hosted once again by Alan Thomas, who
acted as MC and accompanist.
The OWS Executive would like to thank all
those who helped with setting up and cleaning
up afterwards.

Jones was not a published author otherwise, so
this little scrap is probably all we have. The
inscription reads:
ALL'S WELL FOR OVER THERE AMONG
HIS PEERS A HAPPY WARRIOR SLEEPS.
Wendy Wynne-Jones

NEW e-mail address for the OWS:
ottawawelsh@gmail.com
Please delete the old one from your address book.

Digwyddiadau/Events:
December 15

Lessons and Carols

March 1, 2014 St. David’s Day Luncheon
March 2, 2014 Gymanfa Ganu
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Help Needed

The Multicultural History Society of Ontario
(MHSO) is a not-for-profit educational institution and archive. It was established in 1976 by
Professor Robert F. Harney to increase public
understanding of the multicultural nature of Ontario's history.
The MHSO has amassed a collection that includes 9,000 hours of oral history interviews and
approximately 60,000 historical photographs
gathered from 54 different ethnocultural communities across Ontario. Some of those interviewed
were members of the Toronto and Ottawa Welsh
communities.
The Society is currently in the process of digitizing this collection and creating an online
archive. It has been very successful in recruiting
dozens of volunteers from all over the province
to work on transcripts of the oral history interviews. They are now in the process of extending
their volunteer recruitment and would like to
have biographies of interviewees included on the
digital archive. They are hoping that members of
the Ottawa Welsh Society will have knowledge
of some individuals in their collection and be
able to help research and help write brief biographies. These interviews all took place in 1977.
Those interviewed included the following:
Evan Hugh Andrew
Eirlys Barker
Gwendoline Bennett
Frank T. Davies
Mary Davies
William Ellis
Tal and Shirley Griffiths
Nellie Griffiths
Morfudd & Tudor Harries
Fred Hodge
Gwen & Brenda Kelsall
Cynthia Jones
Eluned MacMillan

Ottawa
Scarborough
Toronto
Ottawa
Ottawa
Toronto
Ottawa
Toronto
Toronto
Toronto
Toronto
Ottawa
Toronto

Charles Matthews
Lily Morgan
William Joseph Morris
Horace & Irene Parker
Muriel & Gwilym Peregrine
David Phillips
John Watson
Rev. Hedd-Wyn Williams

Toronto
Hamilton
Toronto
Orangeville
Toronto
Toronto
Toronto
Toronto

I suspect that Shirley Griffiths will want to provide her own biography. If anyone has any interest in carrying out this work for any of the other
people listed, please contact Alison Lawson at
alisonlawson@rogers.com or 613-725-2704 for
more information.

Nominations Needed for the Ontario
Welsh Festival Gold Award
As part of its 50th anniversary celebrations, the
Ontario Welsh Festival established an annual
award, the GOLD AWARD, to be given to a
person who has contributed greatly to the Welsh
Community in Ontario.
An awards committee was set up to decide on
the recipient each year. The committee comprises a representative from the Ottawa
Welsh Society, the Toronto St David's Society,
Dewi Sant Church and is chaired by the President of the Festival.
I`m sure there are many worthy recipients in the
Ottawa area. Put on your thinking caps and let
the committee have your suggestions.
Please give your ideas to John Price, our Ottawa
representative, 613-724-3846 or email at
john.price@sympatico.ca.
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Lessons & Carols
The annual OWS Lessons & Carols will be
held on Sunday, December 15, 2013. NEW
this year is the afternoon time slot.
We are trying a new time to appeal to more
members. Please note in your planner: 3:00
p.m.
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Gwledd Dydd Gwyl Dewi / St. David’s
Day Banquet
Saturday, March 1st, 2014
We will once again have the pleasure of celebrating Dydd Gwyl Dewi Sant/ St David's Day with
a luncheon banquet in the gracious surroundings
of the Royal Ottawa Golf Club.

Alan Thomas will once again accompany on
the organ and will reprise the pick-up choir
from last year in a new carol: Jwdea. Anyone
who is interested in joining this group should
contact Bob Price at robertprice@magma.ca.

Please join us to honor our patron saint while
enjoying good fellowship and excellent food. We
will have the pleasure of an address by Sian Griffiths, a member of our society, daughter of Tal
and Shirley Griffiths and a journalist of international repute. She is sure to have some very interesting things to tell us.
This will be followed by a short recital by the
renowned Stairwell Carollers Choir who will delight us with a variety of madrigals and Welsh
songs For more information about this excellent
group, please visit their website at
www.stairwellcarollers.com

Also joining us again this year will be the
lovely voices of the Power/Evans family.

Time: Reception 11:30 am - 12:20 pm Lunch
Banquet 12:30 pm

As always, the service will be followed by a
Te bach. Donations of treats are always welcome: please drop them at the kitchen prior
to the service.

Venue: The Royal Ottawa Golf Club 1405 Aylmer Road, Gatineau, Quebec, J9H 7L2

The location will be the same: Westminster
Presbyterian. The event will be led by Rev.
Neil Wallace and members of the OWS will
read the various lessons in English, French or
Welsh. Hymns have been selected by president John Price.

We look forward to a large turnout to help us
celebrate Christmas in the Welsh language.

Menu: This year we are offering a choice of
chicken or vegetarian meal.
Cost: Early bird tickets $49 each, until February
15th, $55 each thereafter.

- Marilyn Jenkins
Dress code: Business casual - no jeans or cargo
pants.
Forms will be sent out in the next Bwletin.
FOR MORE INFORMATION
contact
Marilyn Jenkins
(613) 820-6687
or
marilyn.e.jenkins@sympatico.ca

Tudalen 6

Y Bwletin

The Quarryman’s Son
by Taffy Perry

New Zealand Youth Choir in Concert
Friday, 29 November

The Quarryman’s Son is the story of a young lad
growing up during the Second World War in the
Welsh speaking community of Caernarfon, the
challenges he faces on arrival as a sixteen year
old to work in London and his decision five
years later to sail across the world to live in New
Zealand.

The New Zealand Youth Choir is a mixed, 60voice choir of 18 to 25-year-old singers, drawing
its membership from all around New Zealand. In
its 33-year history it has undertaken nine international tours, winning a number of awards; the
most prestigious of which being the supreme
‘Choir of the World’ title at the International Music Eisteddfod in Llangollen, Wales in 1999. More
information on the choir and its activities can be
seen at www.choirsnz.co.nz/youth

A witty presentation which is bound to cause
much laughter but ,as in life, there are pieces of
sadness and just a little bit of love. The book
contains brief but interesting glimpses of the
social history of Wales and his tales of what N.Z
was like on his arrival is most engaging. It’s a
true story of life’s challenges and the will to be
successful where a strong belief in honesty, loyalty and friendship are paramount.
Available at Amazon ebooks :$2.95.

At the end of November into early December
2013, after participating in performance of Britten’s ‘War Requiem’ in the Segerstrom Concert
Hall in Costa Mesa and the Walt Disney Concert
Hall in LA, we will tour the Eastern Seaboard of
the United States and Canada They will be performing in Christ Church Cathedral, 439
Queen St, Ottawa on Friday, 29 November at
7:30p.m.

Henllan Bread Company

Carmarthen Town AFC

Henllan Bread UK Ltd, based in Denbigh have
started to export their bara brith and their jam
tarts to North America. Their products should be
available at all stores selling British goods. You
can also check out their website at
www.henllanbread.co.uk

Carmarthen Town AFC have a Welsh blog called
Cic Cornel and they will be starting an English
version called "Merlin's Blog" soon this season.
They would like to hear from interested OWS
members who would like to share their soccer stories or suggest discussion topics. Please check it
out at
http://www.carmarthentownafc.com/cicgornel.htm
l
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The Ontario Welsh Festival Scholarship
Not only is Ontario the home of the annual
Gymanfa Ganu Festival, in 2014 it will also be
the venue of the annual Cwrs Cymraeg organized by Cymdeithas Madog. Cymdeithas
Madog , the Institute for Welsh Studies in
North America, holds an intensive Welsh language course every summer. In 2013 it was
held in Chicago. Next year (July 2014) the
Cwrs returns to Ontario for the first time in
many years, and will be held at Brock University, St. Catharines, close to Niagara Falls.
What is the connection between The Ontario
Welsh Festival and Cwrs Cymraeg? The
Welsh Diaspora is a small one and it behooves
us to support one another. That goes without
saying.
I take it for granted that for the past several
years you have regularly checked out the website of the Ontario Welsh Festival
(www.ontariowelshfestival.com). Our unpaid
webmaster for all those years has been John
Otley of Toronto. (He has refused payment for
his exceptional work.) John is also very involved with Cymdeithas Madog and has taught
on the course for the past few years.
This year the Board of the Ontario Welsh Festival decided to “reward” John for his services
by offering a scholarship of $800 to any
learner of 25 years and younger to attend the
week long course at Brock. This scholarship
honours his mother, Catherine Otley.
Make this the year that you brush up on or start
to learn Welsh. St. Catharines is easy to reach,
especially for those of us who live in the GTA.
For Americans, there is a shuttle from Buffalo
Airport.

For more information, please contact Hefina Phillips who will immediately send you an application
form (hefina@cogeco.ca). Don’t miss out on this
opportunity. Even if you don’t qualify, I’m sure
that you know of someone who does. What about
your son or daughter, or what about your grandchild? Take advantage of this offer and make 2014
your year for learning Welsh!
- Hefina Phillips

Upcoming Rugby Matches
The following rugby matches will be shown live at
the Heart and Crown, 67 Clarence Street, Byward
Market. THERE WILL BE NO ENTRY FEE
CHARGED. Why don’t you join fellow Welsh
supporters: a lot of fun is guaranteed.
Friday, November 22- Wales v Tonga
2.30pm(live)
Saturday, November 30- Wales v Australia 12.00
noon(live)
Please contact Alison Lawson for further details613-725-2704 or alisonlawson@rogers.com

REMINDER
All Ottawa Welsh Society 2013 memberships
were due for renewal on March 1, 2013.
Single $10

Family $20

If you have not yet renewed, you will be informed and asked to complete the form (available
on the web site) and send it to:
Alison Lawson
449 Mansfield Avenue
Ottawa, Ontario
K2A 2S6

In Memoriam
Griff Jones
October 2, 2013
Longstanding members of the Ottawa Welsh Society and Ottawa Welsh Choral Society will be
saddened to learn of the passing of Griff Jones.
He died in Wales on October 2nd.

our characters.

My name is Howard Jones, Dad’s eldest son.
Some knew him as Griff, others Hirwen, and
others John..... but for us brothers he was Dad.
Thank you for coming today to his funeral.

He always had this thing about us being "a Jones
" and how that was somehow special. This helped
us to have confidence in ourselves and stand up to
the bullies in life. He had a big heart and his tears
would flow often in concern for the sufferings of
others. He was our Dad and we miss him. I
believe that in this next phase of his eternal life,
that we call death, he will recharge his life energy
and he will be back to continue his work

Dad was a life long student always studying
something new, always eager to learn. He was big
on new technology and that passion rubbed off on
Griff and Thelma, along with their four sons
all of us. Dad was capable of making big life
(Howard, Martin, Roy and Paul) lived in Ottawa changing decisions and carrying them through.
on two separate occasions in the late 1960's and
He led us to emigrate to Canada and return... Not
early 70's. They participated in many society ac- once but twice. He single-handedly built a major
tivities and were early members of the choir.
extension to our house in Cardiff whilst carrying
on a full time job. He changed engines in our cars
Their eldest son, Howard, made a name for him- and was capable of fixing anything.....something
self as a rock-pop singer in the 1980's and is still that all my brothers can do but unfortunately
performing today, as well as writing and produc- passed me by. He supported countless young
ing for other artists. From the beginning, Griff
people in his role running the Fan club. So many
was very involved in Howard's fan club. Howard of them visited him and Mum, and he treated
gave this eulogy at the funeral and posted it on his them all like members of his own family. Dad had
Facebook page.
a love of words that he passed on to all of us and
he was capable of incredible patience and
compassion when faced with difficult times in the
Diolch yn fawr.
family. He was a real character. He was brought
Dad loved this poem by Rudyard Kipling. Dad
up in this community, the son of a farmer, he was
was a philosopher. He loved and searched for
raised by his grandparents and worked hard to
wisdom his whole life.
earn a place at University in Swansea where he
IF you can keep your head when all about you
found his lifelong partner Thelma. Their marriage
Are losing theirs and blaming it on you,
was 60 wonderful and action packed years
If you can trust yourself when all men doubt you, together.
But make allowance for their doubting too;
If you can wait and not be tired by waiting,
Dad was in the army, a college lecturer, a school
Or being lied about, don't deal in lies,
teacher, a computer programmer, he worked in
Or being hated, don't give way to hating,
the fan club, and of course he loved music and
And yet don't look too good, nor talk too wise.
had a beautiful tenor voice.

I wanted to tell you about the great life that Dad
lived and also to let you know about the
wonderful qualities he had and was able to pass
on to us, his sons, Martin, Roy and Paul, and his
wonderful grandchildren. We all feel immense
gratitude to him for the things that helped mold
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contributing to the happiness of others and
making a happy life for himself and his
family. Dad had a quote from "you'll never
walk alone" on all of his emails.
Walk on through the wind
Walk on through the rain
Though your dreams be tossed and blown
Walk on walk on with hope in your heart
And you'll never walk alone
You'll never walk alone
I'd like to end with a quote from Daisaku
Ikeda a Buddhist teacher.
“the bonds that link people are not a matter of
this lifetime alone. And because those who
have died, in a sense live on within us, our
happiness is naturally shared with those who
have passed away. So, the most important
thing is for those of us who are alive at this
moment, to livewith hope and strive to become
happy. By becoming happy ourselves, we can
send invisible
‘waves’ of happiness to those who have
passed away. But if we allow ourselves to be
overwhelmed by sorrow, the deceased will feel
this sorrow too, as we are always together,
inseparable.”
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