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Dear members and friends,
I hope that you all had a great summer and enjoyed the weather. I’m sure that
most of you were following the Olympics and celebrated in how Wales
contributed; a Gold Medal by Jude Jones, a Gog from Fflint, and our Welsh
sprinter Christian Malcolm right on the heels of Usan Bolt. Enjoy reading this
edition of the Bwletin, and please feel free to forward to us content for the next
issues.
I look forward to catching up with you soon.
Annwyl aelodau a chyfeillion,
Gobeithio eich bod wedi cael haf dda, ac wedi mwynhau y tywydd. Rwy'n siwr
bod y rhan fwyaf ohonoch wedi bod yn gwylio’r Gemau Olympaidd a dathlu
cyfraniad Cymru; Fedal Aur i Jude Jones, Gog o Fflint, ac ein sbrintiwr,
Christian Malcolm ar sodlau Usan Bolt. Mwynhewch y rhifyn yma o’r Bwletin,
mae croeso i chi anfon atom cynnwys ar gyfer y rhifynnau nesaf.
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Llongyfarchiadau / Congratulations:

Pub Night was held in September 2011 and
proved successful beyond expectations.
This was an excellent way to introduce
people to the Society who might not
otherwise be tempted. A reception was
held at the British High Commission close to
St David`s Day and drew an impressive
turn-out. Prof. Pawl Birt invited students
from his Welsh courses at the University of
Ottawa and reported that they really
enjoyed themselves. The new Website had
also attracted many hits, an indication that
approaches using new technologies were
required to target younger people. The
Noson Lawen and St David`s Day banquet
had also been very successful, as had the
Gymanfa and Carol Service. Suggestions
for new and old events were welcome and
efforts would be made to include children in
the activities.

I / to:
Elfed a Anna Louise Lewis ar
enedigaeth eu plenty newydd / on the
birth of their new child:
‘Hugh Owain Lewis’
Best Wishes from the Ottawa Welsh!

Annual General Meeting Report: 15 May
2012 – by John Price
No fewer than twenty people attended this
year’s Annual General Meeting of the
Society, at least double the number who
attended in any of the last two or three
years. Could it have been the venue – a
room set-aside for the Society at Whispers
Pub in Westboro with the chance to order
food and drink as the meeting progressed?
Could it have been a rush of new blood…?
and indeed there were some new faces at
the meeting? Whatever the reason, it was
most gratifying to see such a good turn-out,
which bodes well for the Society in the
coming year. Let`s hope the momentum
generated by that meeting can be
maintained.

On the financial front, a small loss had been
made on the year but this was not a cause
for concern.
Overall, the Society was
healthy in terms of its financial position.
The Peppers, Sheila, Patricia and Ron,
offered to help (and offered Ken`s help) to
organize an event in the summer of 2012.
See elsewhere for a summary of the highly
successful Picnic.
John Williams and
Dafydd Watkins also offered to put their
shoulder`s to the OWS wheel in organizing
events in the coming year.

It was indicated that because so few people
were prepared to join the Executive and to
help organize events, the Society had
essentially limited itself to the core events:
Noson Lawen, St David`s Day Banquet,
Carol Service and Gymanfa Ganu. Other
events could be added or reinstated as long
as there were volunteers willing to help
organize them. Those volunteers did not
necessarily have to join the ExComm.
Contrary to this report of fewer events, a

	
  

On a rather sadder note, John Griffiths
announced that he was stepping down from
his office as Butcher and Purveyor of Fine
Comestibles to the Society after forty years
of sterling service in making faggots and
sausages for the Noson Lawen and
performing many other duties. John was
thanked for his excellent and long-standing
service and there were also calls for him to
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share his recipes with the Society and for
his apprentice to step forward.

fired.
Who provided Brock with the plans has
remained something of a mystery. But
Gervais said it isn't a huge leap of logic to
suspect Smith, a Welsh-born surveyor
living in Petite Cote, present-day LaSalle.

This was a successful meeting. We hope to
see many more of you at next year`s event.

The Welsh Surveyor or Spy?

"He had been working hand in-hand with the
Americans since 1805 designing street
plans for the city of Detroit," said Gervais.
"They trusted him."

The War of 1812
Windsor's poet laureate Marty Gervais
thinks the history books may have fudged
the story of the capture of Detroit in the War
of 1812.

But he was staunchly pro-British and when
the Americans declared war in July 1812,
Smith handed fortification plans to a
member of the British Indian department,
who in turn gave them to Brock. Smith was
identified in correspondence only as a
"gentleman of veracity."

"I believe the British got the plans for the
fort from a Welsh surveyor on this side
of the river," said Gervais.
In fact, he goes so far as to call Thomas
Smith a British spy. He bases his claim on
several source texts which he has been
reading while researching a new book on
little-known stories about Windsor.

Some historians believe the fort's
was among papers that the British
when they boarded the American
Cuyahoga near Amherstburg a
earlier.

Gervais has also written a poem about
Smith which he will read this Saturday
during a free performance by Windsor
Symphony Orchestra at Riverfront Festival
Plaza as part of Windsor's commemoration
of the 200th anniversary of the capture of
Detroit.

Either way, it makes for an interesting
debate 200 years on. It also sets up
Thomas Smith as a forgotten or ignored
hero of the war.
A Welsh Island on the Gananoque? Ynys
Craig

The poem, Future City on the Detroit River:
Thomas Smith, Surveyor, will be recited
during the performance of a new work by
Windsor composer Brent Lee, titled Brock at
Detroit.

If you’d like to view some art influenced by a
Welsh named Island. Erin Thibault-Morphy
exhibit, Aug. 9,onwards at Kinki, 41 York St.
Ottawa.
Read more:
http://www.ottawacitizen.com/entertainment/
Artful+journey/7037559/story.html#ixzz24nF
2K926

History records that British Gen. Isaac
Brock and Chief Tecumseh somehow got
their hands on the plans for Fort Detroit
prior to launching their attack on Aug. 24,
1812. The next day, U.S. Gen. William Hull
surrendered the fort with barely a shot being
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Welsh Canadian - Jo Walton, Lisa
Hannett, ChiZine among nominees at
World Fantasy Awards

magazine, published four times a year, and
to their website. If you are interested, please
contact Stephen Patrick Clare, Managing
Editor of the magazine. His contact details
are:

World Fantasy Award winners take home
"The Howard," a statuette depicting H.P.
Lovecraft

1.902.405.5332 novamedia@gmail.com

Lovers of fantasy, sci-fi, and horror can get
a taste of what’s in store at the upcoming
2012 World Fantasy Convention with the
recent release of the 2012 World Fantasy
Awards shortlist.

www.stephenclare.blogspot.com
www.celticlife.ca
A wyddoch chi? Did you know?
There’s an
Parliament..?

Canadian
nominees
include
WelshCanadian writer and poet Jo Walton, who
received a nod for Among Others (Tor) in
the novel category; Canadian-Australian
short fiction writer and graphic designer Lisa
Hannett, who was nominated for Bluegrass
Symphony (Ticonderoga Publications) in the
collection
category;
and
ChiZine
Publications co-publishers Brett Alexander
Savory and Sandra Kasturi, who will duke it
out
with
international
sci-fi/fantasy
heavyweights such as Jo Fletcher and Eric
Lane for a special award recognizing
professional contribution to the genre.

old

Welsh

Dragon

at

the

Where is it in the Parliament?
This Welsh dragon is located on the ceiling of
the Senate Chamber.
What does it represent?
The emblem represents Canada's historical ties
to Wales.
What is it made of?
The emblem is made of gold leaf.

The OWS Summer Picnic – by Marilyn
Jenkins

The awards cover nine categories of fantasy
fiction published in 2011. Winners will be
determined through a combination of
member balloting and a panel of judges
comprising authors John Berlyne, James P.
Blaylock, Stephen Gallagher, Mary Kay
Kare, and Jacques Post. The awards will be
presented during the conference, which
takes place Nov. 1–4 in Toronto.
WRITERS NEEDED FOR CELTIC LIFE
MAGAZINE

It was a hot and humid evening when
members of the OWS gathered for the first
summer picnic in a number of years. The

Celtic Life magazine, published in Halifax, is
looking for writers to contribute to their print
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affair was hosted by Sheila and Ken Pepper
in their beautiful back yard in Stonebridge,
with the able assistance of Patricia and Ron
Pepper (no relation) and Jean and Tony
Howard. In addition to the pot-luck aspect,
the committee instituted a new twist: a prize
for the best Welsh dish. Several cooks rose
to the challenge with yummy offerings of
laver bread (Gina), Teisen lap (Patricia),
Caerphilly scones (Patricia) and Leek and
Potato Salad (David). The prize of one
year’s membership in the Society went to
Patricia for quantity, since the quality was
judged to be universally good!

	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

	
  

Gair o Gymru gan Gwenno – Rhif 5 Haf
2012
‘Hei hei hei hei ble’r aeth yr haul, ble’r aeth
yr haul’? Un o ganueon y gantores bythol
wyrdd
Heather
Jones,
http://homepage.ntlworld.com/simon.winkler
/dragonpm/singers.html sydd yn ymgorffori
yr haf gawsom ni. Petasen ni’n gallu
gwerthu y glaw sydd wedi disgyn ar ein
gwlad dros y tri mis diwethaf fe fuase ni’n
hynod o gyfoethog. Dwi bron yn digwyl
gweld Noa a’i arch yn hwylio heibio fy
ffenest i unrhyw bryd!

Despite the heat, 25 members arrived over
the course of the 4 hours, including two who
drove from London to make it for dinner.
Well done, Genny and Dorothy! Everyone
had plenty to eat and lots of good company.
We were pleased to see the generations
covered, with Rowly Jenkins and Jean Don
(age 88 each) at the elder end and Sian
Griffiths (we won’t divulge) at the younger
end of the spectrum.

Wel gyfeillion mae hi wedi bod yn gyfnod
cyffroes iawn ers i mi ysgrifennu atoch
ddiwethaf. R’wy’n ysgrifennu hwn yn stiwdio
ricordio’r Atrium, Prifysgol
Morgannwg
http://cci.glam.ac.uk/campus/ tra’n aros i
ricordio ein Hanthem Genedlaethol.

Many thanks to Sheila, Ken, Ron & Patricia
for initiating and carrying out the plans for
what may well return to the annual calendar
of the OWS!!!!

Mae Harri Davies, bachgen rhyfeddol o
ddawnus – fe glywsoch amdano fan hyn am
y tro cyntaf, yn chware’r gitar ac yn cyfeilio i
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mi. Y bwriad yw i wneud ‘ap’ ar gyfer I
Phone
ar
gyfer
dysgu’r
Anthem
Genedlaethol, felly os fuodd unrhywun yn
eich teulu yn awyddus i ddysgu’r anthem
Genedlaethol, dyma eich cyfle. Fe fyddwn
yn ei lansio ar Faes yr Eisteddfod.

a profi tamed o’r bwyd ysblennydd mae nhw
yn ei gynnig i bartion ac ymwelwyr. R’oedd
y cawl pys a mintys yn ffanstastic.
Cyn i mi ddiflannu i’r gorllewin gwyllt i
aduniad teuluol, dyma fi am y tro - tan tro
nesaf a cofiwch ddod adre i’n gweld ni cyn
bo hir. www.gwennodafydd.co.uk

Cefais wahoddiad i wneud hyn yn dilyn
canu’r
Anthem
Genedlaethol
mewn
seremoni arbennig ar gyfer disgyblion a
chyn-ddisgyblion o Ysgol Abergwaun oedd
wedi cynrychioli eu gwlad, cyn i’r fflam
Olympaidd gael ei chario drwy Abergwaun,
y
dref
lle
gefais
fy
magu.
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ae05nXm
q5So&feature=player_embedded#!

The Welshiest Woman in Wales Writes (a
word or two)
‘Hei hei hei hei where did the sun go, where
did the sun go’? sings Heather Jones, one
of Wales’s evergreen singers Heather
Jones,
http://homepage.ntlworld.com/simon.winkler
/dragonpm/singers.html which just about
sums up the summer we have had here. If
we were able to sell all the rain that has
fallen on this land over the last three months
then we would all be incredibly wealthy. I’m
practically expecting Noa and his arc to sail
past my window any time!!

R’oedd hwn yn ystod y wythnos pan gefais
lawdrinaieth hegar ar fy mhenglin ac fe
herciais lawr y stryd fawr ar fy maglau
gwladgarol, gyda dwy faner y ddraig wedi ei
clymu arnyn nhw. Fe arhosoddd y ddwy
faner yna ar eu polion baner symudol am
bum wythons nes i mi gael eu gwaredu!!
Ychydig o wythnosau yn ol roedd yr
Eisteddfod Rhyngwladol Llangollen ymlaen
gydag ymwelwyr o bedwar ban byd.
http://international-eisteddfod.co.uk/ Dyma’r
tro cyntaf i Eilir Owen Griffiths (Cor Feistr y
cor dwi’n canu gyda, sef Cor Godre’r Garth )
fod yn Gyfarwyddwr Cerddorol. Fe fydd ein
cor yn cystadlu yn yr Eisteddfod
Genedlaethol
http://www.eisteddfod.org.uk/
fydd
yn
Llandw ger Y Barri eleni yn fuan iawn.

Well my dear friends, it has been a very
exciting time since I wrote to you last. I am
writing this at the University of Glamorgan’s
Atrium Recording Studio

Fe fyddwn ni’n ymarfer yn galed iawn wedi’r
Eisteddfod am bythefnos cyn hedfan allan i
Efrog Newydd ac wedyn ymalen i Scranton i
gymeryd rhan yng Ngwyl Gymreig Gogledd
America http://www.wngga.org/

The idea is that we are making an ‘app’ for
an I Phone to enable people to learn the
Welsh National Anthem, so if anyone in
your family or circle of friends is keen to
learn the words of the National Anthem, this
will be your opportunity. We will be
launching it during the National Eisteddfod.

http://cci.glam.ac.uk/campus/ whilst waiting
to record our National Anthem.
Harri Davies, a young man who is
exceptionally talented musically – you heard
about him here first of all, is playing the
guitar and accompanying me.

Neithiwr, cefais y pleser o ymweld a gwesty
hyfryd o’r enw Jolyons www.jolyons.com
yng Nganol Caerdydd i wedl eu stafelloedd
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I was invited to do this after singing the
National Anthem in a special ceremony for
pupils and ex-pupils from Fishguard school
who had represented their country in
athletics, before the Olympic flame was
carried throughout Fishguard, the town
where I grew up.

Before I disappear to a family reunion in
West Wales, this is me all done for today –
till the next time and remember to come
home
and
visit
us
before
long.
www.gwennodafydd.co.uk

Awr Sgwrsio Nos Lun,
Medi 24fed.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ae05nXm
q5So&feature=player_embedded#!

Mae'r haf wedi mynd heibio ac mae’n
bron amser
i 'sgwrsio' eto. Dewch i'n
cynorthwyo i dafarn Y Clock Tower,
Bank
St., Nos Lun, Medi 24fed am saith
o'r gloch.

This was during the week when I had a
major operation on my knee and I hobbled
down the main street on my patriotic
crutches, complete with Welsh dragons on
their portable flag-poles (which actually
stayed there for a good five weeks until I
stopped using the crutches!!)

We will be having
'Awr Sgwrsio' at the Clock Tower
Pub, 575 Bank Street, Monday,
September 24th.
at seven o'clock.
Please join us.
Please contact Alison Lawson for more
information-613-725-2704 or e-mail at
alisonlawson@rogers.com

A couple of weeks ago the International
Eisteddfod was at Llangollen with visitors
coming from the four corners of the world.
http://international-eisteddfod.co.uk/
This
was the first year that Eilir Owen Griffiths
(Choir Master of the choir I sing with, Cor
Godre’r Garth) took the reins as Musical
Director. Our choir will be competing in the
National
Eisteddfod
of
Wales
http://www.eisteddfod.org.uk/ which will be
in Llandw near Barry this year.

NEWS FLASH
The	
   British	
   Canadian	
   Newspaper,	
   a	
  
newspaper	
   for	
   the	
   British	
   community	
   in	
  
Ontario,	
   has	
   recently	
   launched	
   an	
   Ottawa	
  
edition	
   of	
   their	
   newspaper	
   and	
   they	
   are	
  
always	
   looking	
   for	
   local	
   British	
   news	
   and	
  
events.	
   Anyone	
   interested	
   in	
   writing	
   pieces	
  
about	
   the	
   Welsh	
   community	
   in	
   Ottawa	
  should	
  
contact	
   the	
   editor,	
   Paul	
   Meade,	
   directly	
   at	
  
thebritishcanadian@gmail.com	
  

We will be rehearsing very hard for the two
weeks following the Eisteddfod before flying
out to New York and then on to Scranton to
take part in the North America Festival of
Wales http://www.wngga.org/
Last night, I had the pleasure of attending a
reception in a really lovely boutique hotel in
the centre of Cardiff called Jolyons
www.jolyons.com to see their rooms and to
sample some of the delicious and unusual
food they offer to their guests. The pea and
mint soup was utterly scrumptious.
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NOSON LAWEN

OTTAWA WELSH SOCIETY

CAROL SERVICE
Sunday,	
  December	
  16th,	
  7	
  p.m.	
  
Westminster	
   Presbyterian	
   Church,	
   470	
  
Roosevelt	
  Ave.	
  
	
  
This	
  is	
  a	
  traditional	
  service	
  of	
  nine	
  lessons	
  
and	
   nine	
   carols.	
   It	
   is	
   a	
   wonderful	
   time	
   to	
  
meet	
   your	
   old	
   and	
   new	
   friends	
   in	
   the	
  
Welsh	
   community	
   in	
   Ottawa	
   and	
   to	
  
exchange	
   Christmas	
   greetings	
   with	
   them.	
  
Please	
  come	
  and	
  support	
  this	
  event.	
  
We	
   always	
   have	
   a	
   friendly	
   reception	
  
afterwards	
  and	
  we	
  would	
  be	
  very	
  grateful	
  
if	
  you	
  could	
  bring	
  some	
  goodies	
  to	
  share.	
  
	
  
In	
  case	
  of	
  inclement	
  weather,	
  please	
  
check	
  the	
  Ottawa	
  Welsh	
  
Society	
  website	
  www.ottawawelsh.com	
  
or	
  phone	
  John	
  Price	
  at	
  	
  
613-‐724-3846.	
  

and Social Supper
Saturday,	
  November	
  10	
  
Westminster	
  Presbyterian	
  Church	
  
470	
  Roosevelt	
  Ave	
  
Doors	
  open	
  at	
  5.30	
  p.m.	
  
Dinner	
  at	
  6.30	
  p.m.	
  
Adults	
  $17.50	
  Children	
  $5	
  
Please	
   phone	
   or	
   email	
   your	
   ticket	
   orders	
  
to	
  Alison	
  Lawson:	
  
613-‐725-‐2704;	
  alisonlawson@rogers.com	
  
	
  
Remember	
   that	
   there	
   will	
   be	
   NO	
   TICKET	
  
SALES	
  AT	
  THE	
  DOOR.	
  
The	
   deadline	
   for	
   ordering	
   tickets	
   is	
  
THURSDAY,	
  November	
  8th.	
  
This	
   is	
   very	
   important	
   as	
   it	
   allows	
   us	
   to	
  
cook	
  the	
  right	
  amount	
  of	
  food.	
  
This	
  is	
  a	
  very	
  popular	
  event	
  so	
  order	
  your	
  
tickets	
  now!	
  
We	
  need	
  people	
  to	
  take	
  part	
  in	
  the	
  Noson	
  
Lawen.	
   If	
   singing	
   or	
   playing	
   a	
   musical	
  
instrument	
  isn't	
  your	
  cup	
  of	
  tea,	
  why	
  not	
  
recite	
   a	
   favourite	
   poem,	
   tell	
   us	
   a	
   story	
  
about	
   Wales,	
   dance	
   or	
   tell	
   some	
   jokes.	
   If	
  
you	
   feel	
   inspired	
   to	
   participate	
   in	
   any	
  
way,	
  just	
  let	
  Alison	
  Lawson	
  know	
  ahead	
  of	
  
time	
  (contact	
  information	
  above).	
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